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Distracted driving is one of the most dangerous things you can do while behind the wheel. It puts you and everyone else on the road at risk, and while it should go without saying, it is obviously something we don't condone.That said, there are times when you need to stay connected, even when in your car. Whether you're following turn-by-turn
navigation, making a hands-free phone call, or controlling your music while on a long road trip, having a device to do all of these things is a must.Google is aware of that, and that's why it created Android Auto. Android Auto is software that's available on your phone and in your car, and it gives you a way to do all of the things mentioned above as
safely as possible. Ready to learn more? Keep on reading!Android Auto ExplainerSource: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android Central)Android Auto launched in March 2015 as a special Android interface designed for use in your car.There are three core functions that make up Android Auto: turn-by-turn navigation, phone call support, and
audio playback. You can run Android Auto directly on your phone's display, or if you have a supported car, on its infotainment system (more on this below).You'll need the Android Auto app to get things started, which you can download for free from the Google Play Store. If your phone is running Android 10 or later, Android Auto is already built right
into your phone and doesn't need to be downloaded.Android Auto On your phoneSource: Joe Maring / Android Central (Image credit: Source: Joe Maring / Android Central)There are technically three ways to use Android Auto directly on your phone, and they largely depend on which version of Android you're running on your phone. If you're using a
phone or tablet running Android 6.0 and up to 9.0, you can just open the Android Auto app, where the car-friendly Ul is ready to use right then and there.This app is the original version Google released to run natively on phone and tablet screens. It's fairly easy to navigate, with a home screen showing recommended locations to drive to, any music,
podcast, or audiobook currently playing, and call/text notifications as they come in. This card-based layout utilizes button shortcuts along the bottom or side to get to navigation, phone, and media apps, along with a home button for getting back to your home page.Tap the one of the shortcuts twice to see a list of all available apps under that section
(like Spotify and Pocket Casts). You'll also find a menu icon in the upper-left corner for adjusting your Android Auto settings, along with a microphone for accessing the Google Assistant.Source: Android CentralFor Android 10 and 11, there is a separate app on Google Play called Android Auto for Phone Screens. It essentially emulates the original
Android Auto app for previous versions, and made as a stop-gap for devices on Android 10 and 11 until Google could launch its Google Assistant Driving Mode integration.That ultimately came with Android 12. Google phased out the previous interface and replaced it with a new look that flows more seamlessly in that it's built-in to the operating
system. Driving Mode automatically launches once your phone connects to your car's Bluetooth, though you do need to enable it to do so in the settings because it initially defaults to doing nothing. Google is also moving to add a shortcut for the home screen. It does feel somewhat unfinished, though, and mainly because you don't have the same
access to the all the apps. Waze is one of the biggest examples, where you can't really launch it within Driving Mode — at least not yet.The best part about running Android Auto on your phone is that it brings a safe, distraction-free interface to your car regardless of its make and model. Just grab a car mount so you can prop up your phone hands-free,
run the Android Auto app, and you're ready to ride.Android Auto In your carSource: Andrew Martonik / Android Central (Image credit: Source: Andrew Martonik / Android Central)Alternatively, you can run Android Auto on your car's infotainment system. You do need to drive a supported make/model that integrates the platform, or a compatible third-
party head unit. Either option helps integrate the Ul more seamlessly with your car.Assuming your car does support it, running Android Auto is pretty simple. When you first connect to the car's infotainment system or head unit, a prompt will pop up on your phone to begin the pairing process. You may also see a similar prompt on the head unit screen
as well. On older Android devices, you may need to open the Android app on your phone first, then plug in a USB cable between your phone and the infotainment system to start Android Auto on your car's display. Newer vehicles, including head units from JVC, Kentwood, and Pioneer, are increasingly supporting wireless connectivity, but if that's not
an option, you can always plug in through a wired setup.It took a long time for Google to actually make it available to users, but that finally changed in November 2020 with a staggered rollout in the United States. By April 2021, Google had started rolling it out to some other countries in English, including the United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia,
Singapore, and India. If you live in the U.S. and have your device set to English, you can run Driving Mode within Google Maps when your phone runs Android 9.0 or later and has at least 4GB of RAM.Source: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android Central)You can also start things up by opening Google Maps, tap your profile icon on the top
right, and choose "Settings." From there, select "Navigation" and then "Assistant settings," where Driving Mode should appear right away. If you don't see it, double check that you're running the right Android version.Once you get Android Auto up and running, you'll notice that the user interface looks different than the original phone version. Google
revamped the Ul in May 2019, and if you ask us, it's the best way to use Android Auto. It's easier to navigate, there's a legit app drawer for seeing all of your available apps in one place, and you can control the entire Ul using your car's physical knobs/buttons if you never want to use its touchscreen.Android Auto Google AssistantSource: Ara Wagoner
/ Android Central (Image credit: Source: Ara Wagoner / Android Central)We mentioned it above, but it's worth calling out again — Android Auto gives you quick and easy access to the Google Assistant.Whether you're using Android Auto on your phone or in the car, tap the microphone button to access Google's digital helper instantly. You can use the
Assistant for just about anything, such as asking about the weather, sending a text, playing a specific song, and more. You could ask it for the closest gas stations or where there might be a good place to grab a bite nearby.The Assistant proves incredibly useful outside of Android Auto, yet feels especially at home in a setting where you can't afford to
be doing something else with your hands. Whether you tap the microphone icon or just say "Hey Google" for truly hands-free access, it's an essential addition that makes the Android Auto experience that much better and safer.Android Auto App supportSource: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android Central)Over the years, Google's done a
great job at making sure Android Auto is backed by support for just about every major app you could want in the car.We won't list off every single one, but some of the highlights include:Google MapsWazeSpotifyYouTube MusicAmazon MusicApple MusicTidalPandoraiHeartRadioDeezerNPR OneAudibleAudiobooks.comPocket CastsFacebook
MessengerSignalTelegramWhatsAppSkypeAndroid Auto Android AutomotiveSource: Ted Kritsonis / Android Central (Image credit: Source: Ted Kritsonis / Android Central)If you haven't heard (or maybe you have), there is a different platform called Android Automotive. This is a wholly separate platform that runs natively within select vehicles,
meaning it's installed in the car's infotainment system and doesn't really need your phone to run anything. The apps that run on it would require to sign in directly through the car's own head unit. For instance, you sign in to your Spotify account, and your profile appears there — again, without your phone being part of the equation. The only time it
might be in that case is if you need to use your phone's data to stream content and route phone calls.It's not clear if or when Google will replace Android Auto with Android Automotive, but for the time being, the two will probably work in tandem for the foreseeable future. The platform looks to be a big part of Google's plans for the automotive space,
but Android Auto remains the most ubiquitous choice for Android users. Including a new dark theme for the popular infotainment interface. Go back a decade, even less, and we wouldn't have been expecting car news to be coming from Google. On Google, sure, but not from Google. That changed, however, in 2015, when the search-engine giant
launched Android Auto. And now it's released a new update for the car-phone interface system that promises to make it even better.For starters, the latest update announced at the Google I/O developer conference features a new dark theme that's designed to be easier on the eyes - particularly when driving at night, through a tunnel, or in an indoor
garage. Hyundai Google Hyundai The updated Android Auto also features a new navigation bar designed to make it easier for drivers to navigate through running apps, from turn-by-turn directions and playing music and podcasts to taking and making calls.On-screen notifications have also been streamlined. The system is now more capable of
adapting to (and making the most of) widescreen displays. And media and navigation now resumes automatically as soon as you step inside and start the car. It's all showcased in the video above, but don't try adjusting the sound (because there is none). Google Google The new Android Auto is set to launch sometime "later this summer."Since
debuting four years ago (around the same time as rival Apple's similar CarPlay system), Android Auto has expanded to over 500 models from 50 automakers across the industry, stemming from the 2015 Hyundai Sonata on which it first launched. That's about the same number quoted for Apple CarPlay, with many (if not most) automakers offering both
interfaces on their cars. So chances are good that if you're buying (or have recently bought) a new car, you'll be shouting "Hey Google" at your dashboard in no time. Google Hyundai Hyundai Hyundai
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